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Local horticulturist and plant collector, Greg Starr (Starr Nursery) discusses the trials and tribulations encountered 

exploring the wilds of Mexico in search of potential landscape plants for southern Arizona backyards. Starr shares 

stories of his adventures and how new plants are found and tested before they are produced on a large scale for land-

scaping. Plants are illustrated both in habitat and in sample landscapes. 
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classes.workshops.lectures.                                 

ALL classes, lectures, workshops, and park events require registration!

PLEASE CALL 520-742-6455 EXT. 0 TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

 

From Field to Landscape: How New Plants Make 
It in the Nursery Trade  Sat., Feb. 6 / 10am / Ed. Ctr. #1 
$4 members/$8 general public

Birding 202 
Tuesdays, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 and Mar. 1 / 10am-12pm / Ed. Ctr. #2
$69 members/$79 general public

Plants as Medicines: Making Herbal Teas, 
Salves and Liniments  Sat. Feb. 20 / 9am-12pm / Ed. Ctr. #2
$25 members/$35 general public 

Our resident birder Lynn Hassler is back with the next step in birding. This course takes off where Birding 101 left 

off and explores in greater detail topics dear to a birder’s heart – seasonality and migration, tips for seeing birds year-

round, birding by ear, characteristics of select families and aspects of bird behavior. Learn about lekking, distraction 

displays, stalking, piracy, scavenging and a whole lot more.  Course includes two in-class sessions and three field trips 

(times and locations to be announced). 

Pam Hyde-Nakai, clinical herbalist and M.Ed., has been a student of the plant world for 35 years, and a teacher of me-

dicinal plants since 1980, founding the Sonoran Herbal Institute in 1994. In this pair of workshops, she offers valuable 

insights into the world of medicinal plants, in particular those of the Sonoran Desert. In the first session, learn how to 

prepare a tea to improve nutrition and digestion, make an herbal salve for skin conditions, and create a liniment for the 

joints. Cost includes all materials and you take home your creations for personal use. 



Birding 202 
Tuesdays, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 and Mar. 1 / 10am-12pm / Ed. Ctr. #2
$69 members/$79 general public
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Living with the Desert
Thursdays, Feb. 4 – Mar. 11 / 10am-12pm / Ed. Ctr. #1

$69 members/$79 general public

Each of us has come to live in the Sonoran Desert for different reasons, some arriving years ago and others, just  

yesterday. Still, for all, the landscape is unlike anywhere else. The desert’s plants appear unique, even odd its creatures 

seem strange, often threatening. Yet nearly every one of us senses a magical — even mystical — quality to the land 

and its inhabitants, both past and present. With a better understanding of the relationships that shape the land — its 

plants, animals and people — comes a richer appreciation for its allure and a heightened sense of awe at its beauty. Your  

instructor for this six week journey is course designer and Park docent, Mark Barmann. 

February 4:  Why a Desert? Climate plays a critical role in shaping the land, but geology is also a contribut-

ing factor. Arizona enjoys a remarkably varied topography, i.e., mountainous “sky islands” dotted among broad valleys 

where diverse climate zones include those found in Canada. In the end, of course, it is water — its absence as well as 

its sometimes ephemeral presence — that governs all.

February 11: More Than Just Cactus Unique seasonal variations in the subdivisions of the Sonoran Desert 

have helped to shape its astonishing biodiversity. The desert’s flora has fashioned ingenious means of adapting to the 

drought and heat, finding prosperity where none seemed imaginable. Brilliant wildflowers contrast sharply with giant 

cacti and a surprisingly rich array of trees, shrubs and understory plants.

February 18 & 25: Lizards & Packrats & Bugs, Oh My! The animals of the desert are wondrously 

adapted to life here. Coyote, rattlesnake and turkey vulture — while their names may evoke rich folklore and their daily 

habits may seem odd — it is their relationship to each other, plants and humans that we will explore.

March 4: That Was Then and This Is Now Follow the trail of Tucson Basin history from the ancient Ho-

hokam, to the Spanish Presidio, the Mexican town and finally to the Old Pueblo of today.

March 11: Presidio Historic District Walking Tour See firsthand the origins of the Old Pueblo and walk 

in the footsteps of the Presidio’s early Spanish, Mexican-American and early Anglo inhabitants.
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Designing Desert Landscapes After Dark
Tue., Mar. 16 / 7pm / Ed. Ctr. #1
$4 members/$8 general public

Daytime temperatures in the Sonoran Desert quickly plummet after the sun goes down, especially in the summer. 

This is the “magic” time when homeowners want to get outdoors and enjoy their landscapes after dark. Designer 

Shelly Ann Abbott, MLA and John Binkele of FX Luminaire showcase low voltage lighting in your outdoor spaces and 

share tips on selection and installation. This special nighttime presentation demonstrates lighting effects first hand and 

answers all your questions. 

Medicinal Plants of Tohono Chul Park
Thu., Mar. 18 / 9am-12pm / Ed. Ctr. #2 
$15 members/$25 general public  

In this workshop, take a spring walk through the Park with herbalist Pam Hyde-Nakai and discover nature’s pharmacy. 

Hyde-Nakai identifies native medicinal plants and illustrates how to use them for healing.

ALL classes, lectures, workshops, and park events require registration!

PLEASE CALL 520-742-6455 EXT. 0 TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

 

Busy Bees in Your Garden
Sat., Mar. 6 / 10am / Ed. Ctr. #1
$8 members/$10 general public

Did you know that the majority of bees living and pollinating in Arizona are not honey bees, Africanized or not, but 

rather solitary native bees – more than 600 species in the Tucson basin alone! These little-known and often maligned 

creatures range in size from small, blue orchard mason bees to big, black carpenter bees. Considered keystone spe-

cies in any ecosystem, they are important pollinators of desert plants and many commercial fruit, vegetable and forage 

crops. Bee expert Dr. Steve Buchmann and landscape designer Greg Corman discuss our harmless native bees and 

how to encourage them in urban gardens from the use of appropriate native plants to the construction of constructing 

nesting habitats from recycled materials. 

classes.workshops.lectures.                                 



Designing Desert Landscapes After Dark
Tue., Mar. 16 / 7pm / Ed. Ctr. #1
$4 members/$8 general public
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park tours                                  

Wondering what to do with your morning?  Wondering how to keep your toddlers happy and entertained?   

Come to Tohono Chul Park every Tuesday morning at 10:00am 

for Stories in the Garden for Children where your little ones will 

hear Southwest-themed stories told by fantastic docent narra-

tors.  Tales of coyotes and cacti will delight parents and children 

alike.  It’s the perfect way to begin a desert day!

Tours
Tours are free to members and included in the price of admission 

for non-members. If you would like to schedule a private tour for 

your group, call 742-6455 x 235.

General Tours
Walk in the Park – Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 

9am & 1pm

Birds of Tohono Chul – Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays at 8:30am

Art in the Park – Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:00am

Specialty Tours
Hawk Happening - 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 11am - 1pm, February & March

Stories in the Garden – Tuesdays at 10am

Connecting Plants and People (1st Saturday of the month) at 10am

The Great Xeriscape (3rd Saturday of the month) at 10am

Eco-Stations at the Overlook
10am-12pm

Winged Things – Mondays

Wild Woolies – Tuesdays 

Rocks and Ruins – Wednesdays

Who Eats Whom – Thursdays

Creepy Crawlies – Fridays

Prickly Plants – Saturdays

Stories in the Garden
free with admission
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extra! extra!

A SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL who have contributed to the new fund for interpretive  

signage for the Geology Wall.  Our fundraising campaign is complete.  Within the next  year, 

you can look for new signage for this remarkable and one-of-a-kind educational resource.  

After more than 20 years enduring the effects of weather and time, our current signage has 

deteriorated greatly.  Not only will our new signage be more physically readable, but it will 

also be more educationally accessible to the curious visitor.

Thank you to our “rock” stars for this most generous and long-awaited gift to our Park. 

David and Sally Clement

C.J. and John Collins

Sally Day     

Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation

Robert and JoAnne Hungate   

David and Norma Lewis    

Jeanne McCleery    

Claudia Naughton   

Dennis and Amanda Ritchie

Rosemont Copper

Thomas and Suzanne Saari 

Joan-Marie Schaefer 

DON”T FORGET: March is “write-a-will” month.  The Wilson Legacy Society will present 

an estate planning seminar for members interested in learning more about charitable giv-

ing vehicles and life-income gifts.  Please look for further details in upcoming issues of the 

Desert Corner Express or call 742-6455 x 243.

November 5  through 
December 29, 2009

IN HONOR OF
Chuck & Karen Jonaitis
Chuck & Jeannette Jonaitis

IN MEMORY OF
Jane Blaser
Doris Blanke
Susan Blaser 

Alice D. Butow
Don & Peggy Lents

Dennis & Sheryl Ann 
O’Connell

Frank & Susan Wolff, Jr.

David Caird
Jacqui Caird

Barbara Kennard 
(Present)

Mr. & Mrs. John Robinson

Etai Liebeskind
Ted & Jean Glattke

Audrey Ray
Jean Bassett

Ralph & Marilyn Boeker
Lorene Calder 

Jean Wilson
Bill & Ann Horst

Ann S. Wright
Mary Broussard

Ross E. Graves
Marian Graves

Thu. Jan 14 Artists' Reception: Meanwhile Back at the Ranch 5:30-7:30pm
Thu. Jan 21 Gallery: Paper Art
Sat. Jan. 23 Members' Reception - 10:30am
Sat. Jan. 23/30 Class: Gardening Where We We Live 1-4pm
Sat. Jan. 30 Lecture: Cattle and Grasslands 10am
Tuesdays Feb. 2 - Mar. 2 Workshop: Birding 202 9am-12pm
Thursdays Feb. 4 - Mar. 
11

Class: Living with the Desert 10am-12pm
Sat. Feb. 6 Class: Field to Landscape 10am
Feb. 12/13/14 Zuni Fetish Show & Sale 10am-4pm
Sat. Feb. 20 Workshop: Plants as Medicines 9am-12pm
Sat. Feb. 20 Lecture: Songs of the Cherrycows 2pm
Thu. Mar 4 Gallery: Navajo Crafts
Sat. Mar. 6 Class: Bee Habitats 10am
Wed. Mar. 10 Travel Ed-venture: Taliesin West and Desert Botanical
Thu. Mar. 11 Artists' Reception: Art That Heals 5:30-7:30pm
Sat. Mar. 13 Navajo Rugs/Jewelry/Pottery Show & Sale 10am-4pm
Tue. Mar. 16 Class: Landscape Lighting 7pm
Wed. Mar. 17 Spring Plant Sale Members Only Preview
Thu. Mar. 18 Class: Medicinal Plants of Tohono Chul 9am
Sat. Mar. 20 Spring Plant Sale
Sun. Mar. 21 Spring Plant Sale
Wed. Mar. 24 Travel Ed-venture: Mt. Lemmon SkyCenter
Sun. Mar. 28 Silver Spring Celebration, 4pm-7pm
Thu. April 8 Concert - Gabriel Ayala, 7pm
Sun. April 18 Concert - Harp Fusion 
Sat. April 24 Concert - Tucson Guitar Society featuring Peppino DAugostino, 7 pm
Thu. April 29 Concert - Quiet Fire Trio, 7 pm
Tue. May 4 Travel Ed-venture: Madera Canyon
May 9-15 Travel Ed-venture: Mesa Verde
Wed. Oct. 6 Fall Plant Sale Members Only Preview
Sat. Oct. 9 Fall Plant Sale
Sun. Oct. 10 Fall Plant Sale
Fri. Oct. 22 Park After Dark
Nov. 6-13 Travel Ed-venture: Rio Grande Pueblos
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